
      The  Herald published by 
               Shomrim of Philadelphia 

                                and the Delaware Valley     SHOMRIM - Means Guardian 
           *            Is formed to promote the religious spirit of members of the police, fire, and other law enforcement 
                         agencies of the Jewish faith and their families 
           *            To promote social well-being, strengthen friendships and promote welfare of all our members and 
                         their loved ones 
           *            To develop general welfare in our community and cooperate with all those who would have us make progress        
                               Affiliated with the National Conference of Shomrim Societies and Jewish Community Relations Council 

M e e t i n g    N o t i c e 
 Thursday, February 10, 2005, 7:30 PM 

Jewish “Y” Center, Red Lion Road and Jamison Avenue 
“Support Shomrim, Get Involved, Attend Meetings” 

“Refreshments will be served” 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING - 6:30 PM, at the “Y” 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT, Merrill Kelem 
 
Shalom                            
             I hope everyone is having a healthy, happy and joyous New Year. This is the month of  President’s Day, 
as well as Valentine’s Day.        
             Here we are into February and I’m ready for summer. Hasn’t this weather been a pain in the “tookus!” Yet 
when we are sweating in the 90 plus degree days with the 90 plus humidity in July and August, we wish it were 
February. Either way we look at it, we still have at least 2 more months of winter ahead of us.        
             Hey, how about those Eagles? As of this writing they are 7 point underdogs to the Patriots, but let us all 
think positive. “GO EAGLES!”  Isn’t it a coincidence that the owners of both teams are Jewish? 
             Our congratulations again to Mike Gilbert on being elected as Chairman of the Board of Directors. Hey, I 
thought Frank Sinatra was the Chairman of the Board! Hey Mike, can you sing us a tune? Which reminds me of a 
story on my days on the road with the ‘Man”, but I’ll tell that at one of the meetings if Howard Rabinovitch needs 
me to fill in as the speaker. By the way, talking about speakers, Lynne Abraham’s office has been in touch with me, 
and we expect that she will be coming to speak to us very soon. If  I’m not mistaken, Lynne should be up for re-
election this year, and I feel that Philadelphia must have Lynne as their District Attorney  for the next four years. 
             A quick note on what is going on at the National Shomrim. It’s a shame how one or two men can ruin a 
brotherhood and cause a lot of headaches to all the chapters of National Shomrim. I know that the South Florida 
chapter is in the process of removing these members from their chapter and that they also withdrew from National 
Shomrim. This must stop. We all look forward to seeing everyone at the December convention and at other events 
during the year, and now, who knows? Art Krinsky, the National President, has to do a conference call and attempt 
to get South Florida back into the National organization.  
             Now, on the brighter side, the banquet is coming up fast. Wednesday, June 1, 2005 to be exact.  Let’s get 
your reservations in for this wonderful event and please start selling ads. The ad book allows us to sponsor Jewish 
goals, help other organizations as they help us, and to keep our treasury solvent. If you have received any 
commendations or awards, please forward the information to me so that you can be recognized at the banquet. 
Remember, this is your Shomrim and you make it what it is. Let’s support our organization - GET INVOLVED! 
             Hope to see everyone at the meeting, Thursday, February 10.        
 
             Merrill 
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SUNSHINE COMMITTEE:  Please call Marty 
Borowsky, 215-342-7045 about any members who are 

ill or hospitalized. 

FEBRUARY....HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

1.   Lindsey Blum 
      Kenneth Paul 
      Mike Zalkin 
4.   Adam F. Friedman 
5.   Elizabeth Sosnow 
      Bruce Levy 
      Michelle Seidner 
7.   Irwin Venturino 
      Gary Wolf 
10. Diane Arch 
11. Brian Rose 
12. Marissa Levin 

13. Bernard Solomon 
      Erica Kubiac 
17. Ruth Leshansky 
18.  Amy Schwarzl 
23.  Joel R. Davis 
24.  Samantha Freedman 
       Larry Pollack 
26.  Samantha Kubiac 
27.  Janet Oslick 
       Eric I. Rosner 
       Perry Pressman 
       Suzanne Schectman 

9.   Bruce & Gail Blum,  (20 years) 
12. Floyd & Frances Zonenstein (47 years) 
15. Rabbi Abraham & Florence Novitsky (52 years) 
      Eileen & Michael Shannon,  (36 years) 
27.  Alan & Shelly Wismer,  (40 years) 

 2005 DUES NOW PAYABLE 
NAME:_____________________________________ 
 
ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________________ 
                        Number                      Street                                      City                 State                Zip 
ACTIVE & ASSOCIATE MEMBERS: $25.00  
LIFE MEMBERS MAY DONATE  $5.00 OR MORE TO HELP DEFRAY COST OF THE HERALD. 
MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO: SHOMRIM OF PHILADELPHIA AND THE DELAWARE VALLEY, 
AMOUNT PAID:______________________ 

MAIL TO: SHOMRIM, P.O. BOX 14543, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19115 

SHOMRIM OFFICERS 2005-2006 
 
CANTOR  ALAN EDWARDS,  CHAPLAIN 
RABBI JACOB HERBER, CHAPLAIN  EMERITUS 
RABBI ABRAHAM NOVITSKY, CHAPLAIN EMERITUS 
RABBI PINCHOS J. CHAZIN, CHAPLAIN,  EMERITUS             
MERRILL KELEM, PRESIDENT 
7214 Ventnor Avenue 
Ventnor, NJ  08406-1955 
609-823-4410 
LAURENCE NODIFF,  VICE PRESIDENT 
JEROME MARKS, RECORDING SECRETARY 
RICK GUSDORFF, TREASURER 
BERNARD MARGULIS,  HERALD EDITOR 
14685 Tanja King Boulevard 
Orlando, FL 32828-7348 
407-281-6793 
407-207-1505 (FAX) 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
Robert Clearfield 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Michael Gilbert, (Chairman and Immediate Past-President) 
Merrill Kelem, (President) 
Laurence Nodiff (Vice-President) 
Jerome Marks, (Secretary) 
Rick Gusdorff, (Treasurer) 
Joel Belsky,  Robert Clearfield,  Alan Fried 
Alan Kurtz, Howard Rabinovitch, Mike Roeshman 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Harry Kamenir (3 years) 
Irv Venturino    (2 years) 
Len Lebowitz     (1 year) 
 
DELEGATES TO NATIONAL SHOMRIM 
Bob Clearfield - 215-782-1735 
Merrill Kelem - 609-823-4410 
 

The Scholarship Committee:  We will again offer two scholarships at our annual banquet.    
Application, which was incliuded in the January HERALD, is to be submitted by April 15, 2005.   
Mail completed application(s) to the Scholarship Committee, Shomrim of Philadelphia and the Delaware 
Valley, P.O. Box 14543, Philadelphia, PA  19115. For additional applications, contact the Secretary. 

FUTURE GUEST SPEAKER 
Thomas Gibbons, Inquirer reporter,  will talk to us about 
his experiences as a Phila. Policer Officer and reporter 
at the April 14, 2005 meeting. Make plans to attend!  



Message from our Chaplain, Cantor Alan Edwards 
 
Presidents’ Day 
             On February 21, 2005 we will be celebrating the birthday of two presidents, George Washington and 
Abraham Lincoln. I would like to share with you the relationships of these two men to the Jewish citizens of 
their time. 
 
George Washington 
             Serious disagreements were developing between the colonies and the British government. The colonists 
were not allowed to be elected to the British Parliament in London; nevertheless the Parliament demanded the 
colonists pay taxes. In April of 1775, the thirteen colonies revolted against the British and the American 
Revolution had begun. 
             The Jews in America were divided on the views of the revolution. Some were loyal to the crown, even 
though life in America was better than it had been under the crown. About 100 Jews fought under George 
Washington. The most famous of them all was Hayam Solomon, who was George Washington’s financial 
advisor and assistant. During the cold winter at Valley Forge when the American soldiers were freezing and 
running out of food, it was Hayam Solomon who marshalled Jews in America and Europe to provide money. He 
personally gave Washington $300,000.00, which was an immense fortune in those days, to provide food and 
clothing to the stranded troops and in so doing, turned the course of history. Without his help, our “army” would 
have perished before they could have defeated the British. In 1893, a bill was presented before the 52nd 
Congress ordering a gold medal be struck in recognition of Hayam Solomon’s contribution to the United States. 
             It is hard to tell how many Jews fought in Washington’s Army as religion was not listed in the Army 
records. We do find such names in the Regimental records as Cohen, Franks, Goldman, Israel, Levy, Meyers and  
Moses. 
             There were Jewish Army doctors. One was Dr. Phillip Moses Russell of Virginia who lived through the 
winter at Valley Forge with Washington.  
             The Minis and Sheftall families were among the famous patriots of Georgia. Phillip Minis fought with 
great bravery in the Revolution. Mordecai Sheftall was called by the British “a very great rebel.”  His son, who 
was only eighteen at the time,  was the Captain of a ship that brought food to the American prisoners at 
Charleston.  
             On August 17, 1790, George Washington sent a letter to Moses Seixes who was the warden of 
Congregation Kahal Kodesh of Newport, Rhode Island. In it he wrote “May the children of the stock of 
Abraham, who dwell in this land, continue to merit and enjoy the good will of the other inhabitants; while every 
one shall sit under his own vine and fig tree and there shall be none to make him afraid.”  The letter was signed 
“G. Washington.”   
             The congregation later changed its name to the Touro Synagogue and each year the congregation reads 
the letter at a public ceremony.  
 
Abraham Lincoln 
             When the Civil War began in 1861, there were nearly 7000 Jewish soldiers in the Union Army and 
approximately 3000 in the Confederate Army.  
             In 1862 President Lincoln made it possible for Rabbis to serve as military chaplains. He did this by 
signing an Act of Congress which changed the law that had barred all but Christian clergymen from chaplaincy. 
             On December 17, 1862, General Ulysses S. Grant, who was Military Governor of all captured territory, 
issued an order which was titled General Order 11. This order required the expulsion, without a trial or a hearing, 
of  “All Jews as a class within twenty-four hours,”  from the area that we know  today as northern Mississippi, 
Kentucky and western Tennessee.  
             Needless to say, the Jewish communities of this area were extremely angry. A man by the name of Cesar 
Kaskal, with the help of Congressman Gurley from Ohio, met with the President. It quickly became clear the 
Lincoln knew nothing of this matter. Kaskel had brought documentation with him. After listening to both men 
Lincoln asked, “and so the children of Israel were driven from the land of Canaan?” Kaskel replied “Yes, and 
that is why we have come unto our Father Abraham’s Bosom, asking for protection.”  Lincoln replied “And this 
protection they shall have at once!”  Lincoln then ordered that General Order 11 be immediately revoked. 
             The rest is history. 
 

Page 3 



 
“The Banquet of the Year” 
Shomrim of Philadelphia 
Presents the 68th Annual 

DINNER / DANCE 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 1, 2005 

At the Keneseth Israel,  
8339 Old York Road  

Elkins Park, PA 
Cocktails - 6:30 PM, Dinner - 7:30 PM 

Tickets are $ 60.00  per person 
PLEASE FILL IN THE FOLLOWING 

NAME:_____________________________________ 
ORGANIZATION:____________________________ 
ADDRESS:__________________________________ 
CITY:______________STATE______ZIP:_________ 
PHONE NO:__________________ 
NUMBER OF TICKETS:_________ 
PLEASE CHOOSE FROM THE FOLLOWING: 
   PRIME RIB________________PERSON(S) 
   CHICKEN MARSALA____________PERSON(S) 

PLEASE RESPOND BY : MAY 21, 2005 
 

SEND CHECKS PAYABLE TO SHOMRIM TO: 
Shomrim of Philadelphia 

P.O. BOX 14543,   
Philadelphia, PA 19115 

 

SHOMRIM OF PHILADELPHIA 
Please enter my order for advertising in the 2005 Shomrim  
Yearbook.                                                                    
Date___________2005 
Name________________________________ 
Business Name_________________________ 
Address______________________________ 
City_______________State________Zip____ 
Telephone Number____________________ 
 

Full Page Ad  $100.00 ______ 
(Outer Cover  $125.00) 

Half Page Ad  $55.00_______ 
1/4 Page Ad  $30.00________ 

Please Attach a Copy of Your Advertisement 
 

SEND CHECKS PAYABLE TO SHOMRIM TO: 
Shomrim of Philadelphia 

P.O. BOX 14543,   
Philadelphia, PA 19115 

 
Ads must be in by May 15th, 2005 

(If requesting both tickets and ad, one check 
 with ad copy is O.K.) 

 
ALL ADVERTISERS WILL RECEIVE  

A 2005 SHOMRIM YEARBOOK 
 

 
e-mail addresses - (Our Web site: shomrimPADV.org - National - www.nationalshomrim.com) 

Steve Arch -      LT97@aol.com    
Joel Belsky - SgtBelsky@aol.com 
Dave Berman - mrmbacpa@comcast.net 
Steve Blitzstein - truthfinder@comcast.net 
Dan Bricker - dan@floridainsignia.com 
Mike Brister - wxrbuff2@cs.com 
David S. Bunks - dbunks@hotmail.com 
Bob Clearfield - bclearfield@comcast.net 
Alan Coggan - envestr@comcast.net 
Robert Cohen - bobhelenc@aol.com 
George Feinstein - gjgsfeins@comcast.net 
Wm Fleisher- truthfinder@netcarrier.com 
Justin Frank - jfrank7250@hotmail.com 
Alan Fried - nut50@aol.com 
Stanton Fruman - stanton@comcast.net 
Norman Genoy - ngenoy@juno.com 
Mike Gilbert - det069@comcast.net        
Frank Goldberg - fg3130@comcast.net  
Forrest Gorodetzer - SPO572@aol.com              
Art Gravitz - agravitz@yahoo.com 
Ron Grossman - MAN144R@aol.com 
Noah Gusdorff - noah@gusdorff.com 
Rick Gusdorff - rick@gusdorff.com 
Mark Itzko - HPX25@aol.com 
Jeff Katz - radiokatz @aol.com 
Merrill Kelem - sgtmk@yahoo.com 
 

Evan Kessleman - tpresq@comcast.net 
Rich Kirshbaum - investigator3707@comcast.net 
Stan Kolmetzky - stan0807@verizon.net 
Alan Kurtz -   BlueRed1@aol.com          
Lawrence Lager - bds284@comcast.net 
Bernie Margulis - bmcapret@msn.com        
Jerry Marks - jeroMr9@aol.com 
Paul Naftulin - Pnaftulin@comcast.net 
Rhonda Newmark/Fred White -fwhite19312@yahoo.com 
Larry Nodiff -  Redrum8509@aol.com 
Eric Norris - eric@firecompanies.com 
Larry Pollack - Hunter2103@comcast.net 
Howard Rabinovitch - howanddi@aol.com 
Brad Richman - rich3man@aol.com 
Steve Richman - sgrichman@cqservices.com 
Michael Roeshman - MFR777@msn.com 
Neil Rose -roselock@aol.com 
Robert D. Rosner - rdr1@comcast.net 
Steve Rudolph - cpl8047@aol.com 
Jodi Schwarzl - littlepanda1@msn.com 
Jonathan Sherman - JMS43048@aol.com 
Kurt Similies - mksi@att.net 
George Slotnick - airelibre@juno.com 
Bob Sweed - ComputerTutor@comcast.net 
Dave Warren - dpidew@aol.com 
Floyd Zonenstein - mrz12011@aol.com 



SHOMRIM OF PHILADELPHIA 
AND THE DELAWARE VALLEY 
Post Office Box 14543,  Philadelphia,  PA  19115 

POLICE AND FIRE 
OFFICERS & OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE   
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
COMMUNITY  
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