
 

 The  Herald published by 
     Shomrim of Philadelphia 
         and the Delaware Valley  SHOMRIM - Means Guardian 
 * Is formed to promote the religious spirit of members of the police, fire, and other law enforcement 
  agencies of the Jewish faith and their families 
 * To promote social well-being, strengthen friendships and promote welfare of all our members and 
  their loved ones 
 * To develop general welfare in our community and cooperate with all those who would have us make progress  
                                  Affiliated with the National Conference of Shomrim Societies and Jewish Community Relations Council 

M e e t i n g    N o t i c e 
 Thursday, June 10, 2004, 7:30 PM 

Jewish “Y” Center, Red Lion Road and Jamison Avenue 
“Support Shomrim, Get Involved, Attend Meetings” 

“Refreshments  will  be  served” 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING - 6:30 PM, at the “Y” 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT, Mike Gilbert 
Shalom: I hope everyone had a great Memorial Day holiday. To our fathers, Happy Father’s Day, 
also have a Happy Flag Day and Welcome to Summer. 
 During Police Week we attended the Philadelphia Police Memorial and placed our wreath in memory of 
our fallen brothers and sisters. We also attended the National Shomrim Memorial in Washington, D.C.  A 
nice time was had by all. 
 On a sad note, our friend, 53 year Shomrim member and Board member, Sam Weinstein passed away. 
He will be greatly missed. 
 The banquet will be on June 2. The past years were excellent and we expect that this banquet will also be a 
great success. Please call and reserve a seat. 
 Let me take this time to give you some info on the upcoming 2004 National Convention. It will again be 
held in Florida from Dec. 1 through Dec. 5, 2004. Take time over the summer to make arrangements to 
join Merrill, Bob, Cantor Edwards, Jo and I at this great event. Last year was a great learning 
experience. We hope this year will be just as educational. I will be speaking on Identity Theft. Information 
as to the hotel and cost will be coming out shortly and the information can be found on the National 
Shomrim web site. There is nothing like being in Florida in December.  
 Please come to the meetings, express your opinions and  get involved! 
 The next meeting will be June 10, 2004. 
 Have a great summer and be safe. I am looking forward to seeing everyone at the banquet. 
 And we will see you again at the first meeting after the summer, Thursday, September 9, 2004. 
  Mike 

Founded 1937 

 GUEST SPEAKER: This month, to close out the season, Howard Rabinovitch will talk to us and give us an 
update on current events and will entertain questions from the floor. As his information is always interesting and 
timely, bring your spouse and friends and lets have a great turnout for this last meeting before the summer break. 
 There will also be an election for Treasurer and to fill a vacancy on the Board of Directors. 
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JUNE....HAPPY BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE....HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

HAVE YOU PAID 
 YOUR DUES YET? 

2.   Joseph Feldman 
      Stanford Shore 
      Donald Miller 
3.   Josephine Gilbert 
4.   Alyssa Feldman 
      Bernard Jenkins 
      Bernard Litten 
5.   Courtney Kravitz 
6.   Amy Schiffman 
9.   Dolly Freeman 
11.  Lisa Freeto 
14.  Mark Rutizer 
13.  Harry Kamenir 
17.  Sara Beth Whitman 
       Irene Rosenberg 
18.  Ann Cohen 
       Arthur Gravitz 
       Irwin Mednick 

19.  Heidi Katz 
21.  Stuart Davidson 
22.  Rose Binder 
       Margaret Helman 
23.  Lesley Solomon 
24.  Jo-Anne Stein 
       Heath Ludwig 
25.  Beverly Levin 
26.  Michael Gilbert 
27.  Isabel Kurtz 
       Michael Shannen 
28.  Michelle Fleisher 
29.  Molly Wolfson 
       Emily Wolfson 
       Aaron Solomon 
30.  Gregory Kravitz 

1.    Forrest & Joanne Gorodetzer (24 years) 
       Rhonda Newmark & Fred White (4 years) 
2.    Harry & Eileen Kamenir (41 years) 
5.    David & Paula Warren (38 years)               
6.    Charles & Irene Micewski (34 years) 
       Steven & Sara Beth Whitman (22 years) 
8.    Steven & Diane Arch (19 years) 
10.  Paul & Marian Naftulin (43 years) 
       George & Rita Slotnick (48 years) 
11.  Alan & Andrea Kurtz (15 years) 
13.  David & Barbera Berman (40 years) 
21.  Brian & Deborah Wolfson (17 years) 
22.  Stephen & Maria Richman (29 years) 
26.  Rabbi & Mrs. Feldman (31 years) 
28.  Lewis & Phyllis Schifreen (12 years) 
       Jodi & Karl Schwarzl (23 years) 
29.  Gerald & Tybelah  Blumberg (46 years) 
30.  Kenneth & Carole Brown (14 years) 
 
     
  

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE:  Please call Marty 
Borowsky, 215-342-7045 or Sandy Malkin, 609-

347-8282 about any members who are ill or 
hospitalized. 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 
 

Mitchell C. Sklar, Attorney, Vorhees, NJ 
Executive Director,  N.J. State Association 

of Chiefs of Police 

SHOMRIM OFFICERS 2003-2004 
 
CANTOR  ALAN EDWARDS,  CHAPLAIN 
RABBI JACOB HERBER, CHAPLAIN  EMERITUS 
RABBI ABRAHAM NOVITSKY, CHAPLAIN EMERITUS 
RABBI PINCHOS J. CHAZIN, CHAPLAIN,  EMERITUS             
MICHAEL GILBERT, PRESIDENT 
1425 Kingsley Road 
Havertown, PA 19083 
(610)649-4615 H, (610)278-3842 W. 
MERRILL KELEM,  VICE PRESIDENT 
ARTHUR GRAVITZ, RECORDING SECRETARY 
(215)379-3271 H, (215)379-3271*51 FAX 
BERNARD MARGULIS, TREASURER, HERALD EDITOR 
8836 Blue Grass Road 
Phila., PA 19152-1302 
(215)698-0248 H, (215)934-5089 FAX 
 
SERGEANT-AT-ARMS 
Alex Blair 
 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Alan Kurtz, Chairman 
Joel Belsky 
Alan Fried 
Michael Gilbert, (President) 
Arthur Gravitz, (Secretary) 
Merrill Kelem, (Vice President) 
Bernard Margulis, (Treasurer) 
Jerome Marks 
Laurence Nodiff 
Howard Rabinovitch 
Samuel Weinstein 
 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Harry Kamenir (1 year) 
Len Lebowitz (2 years) 
Irv Venturino (3 years) 
 
DELEGATES TO NATIONAL SHOMRIM 
Bob Clearfield - 215-782-1735 
Merrill Kelem - 1-609-823-4410 
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1.   Abby Feiner 
4.   Judith Kolmetzky                        
      Robert Levin  
      Molly Page Levy 
      Maxwell T. Levy 
5.  Forrest Gorodetzer 
6.   Mindy Gratman  

14.  Thomas J. Ellis 
16.  Temeh Ardelean  
18.   Jon Cohen   
20.  Barbera Feiner        
       Stuart Ford 
 22.  Sandra Malkin 
       Stanley Steiner 

JULY - BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

AUGUST - BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

 5.    Eric & Frances Goldstein, (12 years)  18.   Meyer & Dorothy Weiss, (61 years) 
 7.    Reuben & Selma Rochvarg,    23.   Irwin & Maxine Mednick, (38 years) 
 11.  David & Suzanne Schectman, (11 years) 31.   Stanford & Marcia Shore, (43 years) 
 15.   Bradford & Lisa Richman, (20 years) 
 

1.   Sylvia Genoy  
4.   Marcia Shore  
5.   Ronald Joseph 
6.   David Berman 
      Evan Kesselman 
7.   Stanley Kolmetsky       
8.   Rebecca DeSoi        

14.  Stanton Fruman 
16.  Curt Alloy 
20.  Kenneth Freeman 
       Michael Roeshman        
23.   Chana Feldman                        
        Phyllis Rosen         
        Della Pressman 
 

4.   Norman & Sylvia Genoy, (30 years)     
5.   Michael & Colleen Smith, (4 years) 
7.   Warren & Phyllis Rosen,  (27 years)   
8.   Ellis & Barbara Hershowitz, (33 years)    
13.  Stephen & Beverly Levin, (32 years)   
15.  Leonard & Amy Feldman, (12 years)   
       Robert & Margot Sweed, (11 years)           
       Steve & Susan Blitzstein, (33 years) 
       Jeff & Heidi Katz (5 years)       
         

17. Evan & Lori Kessleman (8 years) 
18. Linda & Ronald Joseph  (30 years) 
21. Howard & Lori Rubin  (21 years) 
25. Robert & Virginia Anne Rosner (20 years) 
26. Phyllis & Norman Goldberg (48 years) 
27. Bruce & Arlene Brown (15 years) 
28. Jeffrey & Maria Waldman (16 years) 
29. Mike & Marian Zalkin (68 years) 
 

7.   Arthur Marion 
      Irene Micewski 
9.  Jennifer Frank 
10. Robert Cohen 
      Alexandria Essen 
11. Iris Loev 
12.  Melanie Paul 
       Dora Ziskind                  

23.  Maria Waldman      
26.  Leonard Lebowitz 
27.  Tybela Blumberg 
       Mitchell J. Spritzler 
28.  Rachael Feldman 
29.  Harisaon Katz 
31.  Frederick White Jr. 

 9.   Jack Helman      
       Steven Whitman         
      Frederic Apt  
10.   Diann Rabinovitch 
11.  Debra Scwarzl 
12.  Lorraine Eiven 
13.  Joel Labman 

24.   Jessica Williams 
25.   Martin Borowsky 
27.   Rebecca Neal 
29.   Judi Duboff 
        William Cohen 
         Neal Rose 
         Virginia A. Rosner 

   MESSAGE FROM THE EDITOR: 
 If  you have not been included on Birthday and/or Anniversary listings, please 
forward the information to the Editor for future listings -  Thank you. 
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Scholarship awards: This year’s awards are going to Sasha Feinman, Allison Gusdorff,  and 
Matthew Nodiff. 
Condolences to: The family of Sam Weinstein, who passed on May 15, 2004.  
Also to the family of Ben Kovnat, who passed  on April 20, 2004. 
Trees will be planted in Israel in their memory. 
Election notice: A new treasurer will be elected at this meeting.  The only  nomination made so far 
was for Rick Gusdorff. If no one else is nominated at this meeting,  Rick will be our new treasurer. 

Upcoming events:  
Wednesday, June 2, 2004, Shomrim of Philadelphia & the Delaware Valley, 67th Annual Banquet,  
Last chance to get your ticket(s) so as not to miss out on a great time. Call Mike Gilbert. 
Wednesday, July 14, 2004 - Casino bus trip sponsored by the Executive Fellowship Board. This 
trip is to show appreciation for the years of dedicated work put in by Bernie Margulis as he is moving 
to Florida in the near future. Contact Alan Kurtz for tickets. 
Saturday, September 18, 2004, Executive Fellowship Board, 25th Annual Police & Fire Picnic, 
Police Academy, 8501 State Road, 11:00 AM to 3:00 PM - FREE!!!! 
December, 2004, National Shomrim Convention, Miami Beach, FL. Hotel, cost  and other details to 
be announced. Updates will be given. 

E-MAIL ADDRESSES - (Our Web site: shomrimPADV.org - National - www.nationalshomrim.com) 

Steve Arch -  LT97@aol.com    
Joel Belsky - SgtBelsky@aol.com 
Dave Berman - mrmbacpa@comcast.net 
Steve Blitzstein - truthfinder@comcast.net 
Dan Bricker - dan@floridainsignia.com 
Mike Brister - wxrbuff2@cs.com 
David S. Bunks - dbunks@hotmail.com 
Bob Clearfield - bclearfield@comcast.net 
Alan Coggan - envestr@comcast.net 
Robert Cohen - bobhelenc@aol.com 
George Feinstein - gjgsfeins@comcast.net 
Wm Fleisher- truthfinder@netcarrier.com 
Justin Frank - jfrank7250@hotmail.com 
Alan Fried - nut50@aol.com 
Stanton Fruman - stanton@comcast.net 
Norman Genoy - gnnorm@aol.com 
Mike Gilbert - det069@comcast.net  
Frank Goldberg - fg3130@comcast.net  
Forrest Gorodetzer - SPO572@aol.com              
Art Gravitz - agravitz@yahoo.com 
Ron Grossman - MAN144R@aol.com 
Noah Gusdorff - noah@gusdorff.com 
Rick Gusdorff - rick@gusdorff.com 
Mark Itzko - HPX25@aol.com 
Jeff Katz - radiokatz @aol.com 
 

Merrill Kelem - sgtmk@yahoo.com 
Evan Kessleman - tpresq@comcast.net 
Rich Kirshbaum - investigator3707@comcast.net 
Stan Kolmetzky - stan0807@comcast.net 
Alan Kurtz -   BlueRed1@aol.com  
Lawrence Lager - bds284@comcast.net 
Bernie Margulis - bmcapret@netzero.com        
Paul Naftulin - Pnaftulin@comcast.net 
Rhonda Newmark/Fred White -fwhite19312@yahoo.com 
Larry Nodiff -  Redrum8509@aol.com 
Eric Norris - enorris@verizon. net 
Larry Pollack - Hunter2103@comcast.net 
Howard Rabinovitch - howanddi@aol.com 
Brad Richman - rich3man@aol.com 
Steve Richman - sgrichman@cqservices.com 
Michael Roeshman - MFR777@msn.com 
Neil Rose -roselock@aol.com 
Robert D. Rosner - rdr1@comcast.net 
Steve Rudolph - cpl8047@aol.com 
Jodi Schwarzl - littlepanda1@msn.com 
Jonathan Sherman - JMS43048@aol.com 
Kurt Similes - mksi@att.net 
George Slotnick - airelibre@juno.com 
Bob Sweed - ComputerTutor@comcast.net 
Dave Warren - dpidew@aol.com 
Floyd Zonenstein - mrz12011@aol.com 
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    Obituary for Detective (Retired) Samuel Weinstein 

By Bill Fleisher, Past President 
 

On May 16, 2004, Shomrim of Philadelphia and the Delaware Valley lost a member of remarkable stature. 
Sam Weinstein, a long time Director of this organization was a friend to many of us.   He would probably frown on 
this Obituary as he was a very private man.  However, we cannot let his passing occur without these few remarks 
about our friend and brother. 

Sam was a man of  singular qualities, a true “man” in every sense of the word.   He was a man among men.  
To know Sam Weinstein, was to truly love him.  That is, to really know Sam.   Not the tough former Marine and 
Philadelphia Police Detective of forty years standing (35 years as a detective - the last 15 years in the Intelligence 
Division - he would remind us.).  But, the private complicated, highly intelligent and sensitive man with an 
extraordinary memory which never failed to amaze those who knew him. He was also a man with a giant heart. 

I was blessed to know the real Sam Weinstein and be his friend.  He was a man who lived life on his own 
terms.   Sam asked for no quarter, nor did he give any.   He was a man who always had your back.  A man who 
would tell you the truth, even if you did not want to hear it.   

He was quick with his fists, but even quicker with a helping hand.   Sam was a compassionate human being 
who did many kindnesses, which, as was his nature, he kept secret.  His were true Mitzvot, those good deeds 
recorded only in heaven.     

To understand why Sam was so private, you would have to know what molded his life.   Sam was orphaned 
at a tender age.  Sam’s father was killed while Sam was still in his mother’s womb.  Tragically, Sam’s mother several 
years later.  Sam was taken into the home of an aunt and uncle - his mother’s brother.   This aunt was his beloved 
Elsie.  Elsie was not Jewish.  She was Lutheran.   

Sam told me that when he was only five years old, and newly situated in his new home, he overheard his 
uncle say to Elsie, that Sam was hers to raise as she wanted, “what religion are you going to raise him?”   Elsie did 
not hesitate.  She answered that Sam would be brought up as a Jew like his mother.  And, that is exactly what she did.   
Elsie made sure that Sam had an intense Jewish education.    This wonderful no nonsense lady became Sam’s 
“mother.”  And, he loved her very much.  Sam often told me great “Elsie stories.” 

Sam grew up in South Philly.  He counted among his acquaintances, cops, mobsters, pols, and even a 
“Duke,” John Wayne that is.  Sam was on Wayne’s protection detail when he visited Philadelphia.  Sam had stories 
about them all.  I will miss those hours Sam and I spent together solving the world’s problems and, sometimes 
creating a few. 

Sam was devoted to his wife Sally, his daughters, Anita and Diane, his granddaughter Jennifer and the pride 
of his life his great-grandson Jordan.   And, Sam never forgot his son David whose untimely death left a wound in his 
heart that never healed.  

A member of the “Greatest Generation,”  Sam was a WWII combat veteran having honorably served both in 
the US Navy Mine Division and the US Marine Corps.   Sam was a life member of VFW Rising Sun Post; Shomrim 
Society (54 years); US Navy Mine Division Association; Third Marine Division Society and the FOP.  Sam was also 
going to be made a life member of the American Legion the week after died.  Sam was very proud of this upcoming 
honor and told me about it just a week before he died, noting all the organizations of which he was a life member. 

Sam voluntarily served with honor seven times with the Israeli Defense Force, where he had assignments 
with the Tank Division; Intelligence Division; Air Division; and Weapons Command.  He even made parachute 
jumps with the IDF, while in his seventies.  

Above all this, Sam Weinstein was a devoted son, husband, father and friend.   For me personally, Sam was a 
friend, brother and father confessor and I am going to miss him very much.     
           Monday, May 17, 2004, Sam was laid to rest next to his beloved son, David, at King David Memorial Park, 
Bensalem, PA.  Escorted there by the Philadelphia Police Department and serenaded by a lone Piper.  Surrounded by 
family and friends, the service ended with the playing of Taps.  It was a fitting farewell for a hero like Sam.   Rest in 
Peace my friend.  You are in a far better place.    
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Chaplain’s Corner 

 
The Fifth Commandment 

 
By Cantor Alan Edwards 

 
 On June 20th, we will be celebrating Father’s Day. This day was an idea proposed by Mrs. John B. 
Dodd who resided in the state of Washington in 1909. She wanted a special day set aside to honor her 
father, William Smart, a Civil War veteran who was widowed when his wife died in childbirth with 
their 6th child. Mr. Smart was left to raise the newborn and five children by himself on a rural farm in 
eastern Washington state. 
 
 The first Father’s Day was observed on June 19, 1910. in Spokane, Washington. Various towns and 
cities across America were beginning to celebrate a “Father’s Day”.  In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge 
supported a national Father’s Day. Finally, in 1966, President Lyndon B. Johnson signed a presidential 
proclamation declaring the 3rd Sunday of June as Father’s Day. 
 
 The classical Jewish texts have a lot to say about honoring a father and mother. The Mitzvah of “kibbud 
av Va-aim” is the Fifth Commandment standing halfway between the first four dealing with the Jewish 
relationship with G-d and the last five - establishing standards of social morality. That placement speaks 
of the insight that parents represent a bridge between G-d and the world, between our own personal 
drama of Creation and our entry in the world of human interaction and expectation.  
 
 The Talmud teaches us that three partners are involved in the birth of every person - - G-d, mother and 
father. One of the roots then, of our obligation  to honor our parents, is their role as a pre-eminent source 
of life. Parents represent G-d, not only for their role in our inception and birth, but also on a 
psychological level. The Talmud defines the word ‘honor’ as feeding and clothing one’s parents. This 
does not seem that  a person is being honored by making sure they are fed and clothed. These are acts of 
charity usually reserved for homeless or poor people. How can this be called honor? The Hebrew word 
in the Torah regarding parents “kavod” does not really mean honor. In the Talmud, the same word is 
used to say that human dignity is extremely important. Therefore, the true meaning of the word “kavod” 
is dignity.  
 
 The mitzvah is to dignify one’s mother and father, to keep their dignity. When I visit nursing homes 
and see the residents clothed and fed, the word “kavod” comes to mind, in that the children are 
performing the mitzvah in dignifying their parents. 
 
 In the words of the Talmud:  “The love of parents goes to their children, but the love of these children 
goes to their children.” 
 
         Babylonian Talmud, Sotah 49a 
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SHOMRIM OF PHILADELPHIA 
AND THE DELAWARE VALLEY 
Post Office Box 14543,  Philadelphia,  PA  19115 

POLICE AND FIRE 
OFFICERS & OTHER 
MEMBERS OF THE   
LAW ENFORCEMENT 
COMMUNITY  

Founded 1937 

      the  Herald published by 
 Shomrim of Philadelphia and the Delaware Valley 
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